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LIBERTY. NO. 15 {trv ; that therefore the profcribing any citizen | of mankind, and that if any a@ fhall be here- 
. aa ee ee ° |as unworthy the public confidence by laying | after pafled to repeal the prefent or narrow 
9 . . . + . . ° “4 . - 
e nants }upon him an incapacity of being called to its operation, fuch a& will be an infringement 
| offices of truft and emolument, unlefs he pro-, of natural right. 
0 . . - a » . slocre PANnINeG { : foci — ene 
e The following cf for eLabli/hing religious freedom fets or renounce this Or that Teug1ous Opinion, == sama aneae pmmammmmmumemme 
ee ee , ae ,,,1is depriving him injurioufly of thofe privileges | 
d in Virginia is worthy to be read and attended | dad “idee S th his | To MDPTACUIE 
. © , ts . i « « ’ ‘ a” I ) ( 3 , c ‘ ’ | RS i, 
2 to by every American, and never will each State | — ee ne en en : oe ey THE PRE A C CiER. 
. : ape _,\ fellow citizens he has a natural right; that it | 
1¢ be completely free, until an aft of this nature | : ae iealintiliianiy 
5 ca eM ae ae le that ) nap og.. tends alfo to corrupt the principles of that | 
is pafjed, and a law made that men fhall not vi- eee 7 SERMON, No. X 
ar a it ill al hi-h fay, | Very religion it is meant to enceurage, by brib- | WL RMLON, INO. A. 
olate that part of the Conftitution, which fays . * : Me, at ekil he d| 
' ; : i 10 sy ) F 'S “1 - TAG 
eath denomination fhall be equally under the aa ee eer ee? )|6f Coren upon the Gofpel, and 
neta he law. In the next end fillow. | emoluments, thofe who will externally profefs a oll ar 
nt protection of the law. m the next anc follow: | ‘ . ‘ E 1 Goipel Minilters. 
“i i Reoae a y;,}and conform to it; that though indeed thefe | 
he ing numbers, I fhall endeavour to defcribte reli- | et te : s Cor. iz. x Ren hy bach the Lard del 
2 tae Tite a inhedl Chri id the are criminal who do not withitand fuch temp- 0 1X, F4. LUCK fo Path ihe 1.078 ordaihe 
of tous Liberty, as preached by Chrif? and the . ° . ed, that they which preach the aolpel foould live o 
Apo/Ple D cited he the dainiaiilics td | tation, yet neither are thofe innocent who lay | ©» 4/44 they which preach the go/pet fila ve F 
th- ; a paft CS, and enjoyed ry the primitive faints. * ilar Saag ties * °.£ - 3s | the ofpel: 
7) a heel lil ian, , the bait in their way ; that to fuffer the civil °° £7/P*- 
vit i LVbat has been written in fifteen numbers upon ; 7 } ; “ . ’ — ee ee 
r : ‘ civil Liberty, muj} fuffice at prefent | magiltrate to intrude his powers into the field; THE fubject in the text, is this, the life of 
an : =n : |of opinion and to reflrain the profeflion or thofe who preach the gofpel. 
; aie | ° ° ° . ° ° 9° 
, ” An ACT for eftablifhing Reticrous Frrrvom, paffed , propagation of principles, on fuppofition of I fhall notice a few things upon the follow- 
j"J° in the Affembly of Virginia, in the beginning of the | their ill tendency, is a dangerous fallacy, ing particulars ; 
oil year 1756. which at once deftroys all religious liberty, 1. Preaching the gofpel is an ordinance of God. 
a A ] becaufe he being of courfe judgeof thattend- 2. Preaching the gofpel is a great blefing ta 
ni! ELL aware that Almighty God hath | ency, will make his opinions the rule of judg-, thofe who hear and believe it. 
us created the mind free; that all attempts to | ment, and approve or condemn the fentiments| 3. /¢ és the duty of thofe who are benefited by 
dif- influence it by temporal punifhments or bur-|of others only as they fhall fquare with or | the preaching of the gofpel to belp thofe who preach 
dens, or by civil incapacitations, tend only to | differ from his own ; that it is time enough for | it, according to their abilities amd the needs of 
nefte beget habits of hypocrify and meannefs, and | the rightful purpofes of civil government, for ; tho/e who are called to preach. 
are a departure from the plan of the Holy | its officers to inter when principles break| 4. The sanner, in which this is to be done. 
” & Author of our religion, who being Lord both out into overt aéts againft peace and good| 1. Preaching the gofpel is an ordinance of Gud. 
vit to of body and mind, yet chofe not to propagate | order ; and finally, that truth is great and will’ This propofition is acknowledged by almoft 
r do it by coercions on either,as was in his Almigh-| prevail if left to herfelf, that fhz is the proper all people ; though, real gofpel preaching is 
ian 5 ty power to do; that the impious prefump-| and fufficient antagonift to error, and» has difowned by multitudes. The great matter 
$ me tion of legiflators and rulers, civil as well| nothing to fear from the conflict, unlefs by and head of gofpel preachers, is the Lord Je- 
pndjs as ecclefiaftical, who, being themfelves but! human interpofition difarmed of her natural fus Chrift, whom God anointed, for this glo- 
- fallible and uninfpired men have aflumed! weapons, free argument and debate, errors | rious work. Lukeiv. 18, ‘ The fpirit of the 
pit dominion over the faith of others, fetting up eeafing to be dangerous when it is permitted | Lord is upon me, becaufe he hath anointed 
the | their own opinions and modes of thinking freely to contradi& them. me to preach the cosrex to the poor ; he hath 
[+o \ as the only true and infallible, and as fuch! Be it therefore enatted by the General Affembly, | {ent me to heal the broken hearted, to preach 
tof " : | 


endeavouring to impofe them on others, hath | That no man fhall be compelled to frequent ; deliverance to the captives, and recurery of 


} . S . . > 7 . . j . . 7. { - . 7 ** 
eftablifhed and maintained falfe religions over | or fupport any religious worfhip, place or | fight to the blind, to fet at liberty them that 
@ the greatelt part of the world, and through miniftry whatfoever, nor fhall be enforced, | are bruifed.” Bifhop Burnet faid, preaching 
ya all time ; that to compel a man to furnifh! reftrained, molefted, or burthened in his body | the gofpel was fo glorious an employment, 


contributions of money for the propagation | or goods, nor fhall otherwife fuffer on account | that God having one only fon, he made him a 
of opinions which he difbelieves, is finful and | of his religious opinions or belief; but that’ gofpel preacher ; and, faid Mr. Whitefield; f 
tyrannical ; that even the forcing him to fup-| all men fhall be free to profefs, and by argu-| add, he made him a field preacher. ‘The 
port this or that teacher of his own religious | ment to maintain, their opinions in matters| propofition is proved true, not only from 
periuafion, is depriving him of the comfort-! of religion, and that the fame fhall in no wife Chrilt’s preaching it, but from his command 
able liberty of giving his contributions to the | diminifh, enlarge, or affect their civil capaci-|to the apoftles, Mark xvi. 15, “* And he faid 
particular paftor whofe morals he would make | ties. | unto them, go ye into all the world and preach 
his pattern, and whofe powers he feels molt | And though we well know that this affem-| the gofpel to every creature.” 
perfuafive to righteoufnefs, and is withdraw- bly, elected by the people for the ordinary ‘The nature of the gofpel as defcribed in the 
} ing from the miniftry thofe temporal rewards, | purpofes of legiflation only, have no power} New Teftament fhews it to be heavenly ; and 
ade which proceeding from an approbation of their ito reftrain the aées of fucceeding aflemblies, | of courfe, the work of preaching it mult have 
ee ")., perfonal condua@ are an additional incitement | conftituted with powers equal to our own,, the fame origin. It is fomething very differ- 
to earnet and unremitting labors for the in- and that therefore to declare this act irrevo-, ent from the morality of heathen philofophers, 
truction of mankind; that our civil rights | cable, would be of no effect in law, yet we! the law of Mofes, or the modern doétrines of 
‘ave no dependence on our religious opinions, | are free to declare, and do declare, that the| men, by the name of Calvin 
More than our opinions, in phyfics or geome- | rights hereby aflerted are of the natural rights! driminianifn, Arianil 
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A few places of fcripture will prove all! They gladly received Peter’s word, (the | according to their abilities, and the need thofe fland 
this, |gofpel,) received forgiveneis, were baptized, | in who are called to the work. 

r. It is a cifpenfation of grace, Aéts xx. and daily in the temple were praifing God,| <A few places of f{cripture will prove the dy 
24, “To teftify the gofpel of the grace of and were of one heart and one foul. | ty here ftated. 
God. 2. It is Gods power to ialvation| View the fate of the Samaratans ; bewitch- The words of the Lord Jefus, the head 1 
wherever it is believed; Rom. i. 16, “ For| ed by the forceries of Simon ; When they be-| the church,are plain upon the fubjett. Matth. 
I am not afhamed of the gofpel of Chrift; | lieved Philip preaching the things concerning | x. 10, * The workman is worthy of his meat.” Aq 
for it isthe power of God unto falvation to| the kingdom of God and the name of Jefus | Paul has written particularly upon this duty. 
evety one that believeth.” 3. The gofpel is | Chrift, they were baptized, both men andj} 1 Cor. ix. 7, 8, 9, 10,11, 12, 13, 14, * Who 
the myftery which was hid trom ages, and at; women, and there was great joy in that city. | goeth a warfare any time at his own charges ? 
faft by the Lord Jefus and apoltles, made | How wretched was the ftate of the Corinthians! Who planteth a vineyard, and eateth not the 
known to all nations for the obedience of faith, | when Paul went to preach the gofpel among: fruit thereof? Or who feedeth a flock, and 
Ccloffians, i. 23, 25,26, 27, “ If ye continue | them! all funk in idolatry and: wickednefs. | eatheth not of the milk of the flock? Say I 
in the faith, grounded and fettled, and be not | Hear Paul’s defcription of them. 14-Cor. vi.; thefe things as a mam? or faith not the law 
moved away from the hope of the gofpel, | g, 10, 11, * Know ye not that the unrighteous | the fame alfo? For it is written, in the law 
which ye have heard, and which was preach- | fhall not inherit the kingdom of God? Be | of Mofes, thou fhalt not muzzle the mouth o 
ed to every creature which is under heaven ; | not deceived; neither fornicators, nor idola- | the ox that treadeth outthe corn. Doth God 
wherecf I am made a minifter, according to | tors, nor adulterers nor effeminate, nor abu- take care for oxen? or faith he it altogethe: 
the difpenfation of God, which is given to me | fers of themfelves with mankind, nor thieves, for our fakes? For our fakes no doubt, this is 
for, you, to fulfill the word of God, even the | nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor | written ; that he that ploweth fhould plow in 
mysTeRY which hath been hid from ages, and | extortioners, fhall inherit the kingdom of God; | hope; and that he that threfheth in hope 
from generations, but now is made manifeft | and fuch were fome of you ; but ye are wath. | fhould be partaker of his hope. If we have 
to his faints; to whom God would make! ed, but ye are fanctified, but ye are juftified, | fown unto you fpiritual things, is it a great 
known what is the riches of the glory of this|in the name of the Lord Jefus, and by the | thing if we fhall reap your carnal things : 
myftery among the Gentiles, which is, Chrift | fpirit of God.”? What a bleffing is the gofpel | If others be partakers of this power over you, 
in you the hope of glory.” Rom. xvi. 25, 26. | to do all this! farely it is worthy of all accepta-| are not we rather? Neverthelefs we have not 
4. Itis through the cosrex that life and im- | tion. ufed this power ; but fuffer all things, Ieft we 
mortality is manifefted to mortals, and noj| View the ftate of the Ephefian brethren be- | fhould hinder the gofpel of Chrift. De 7 
where elfe. 2 Tim. i. 10, ‘But is now! fore and after their converfion, and be con- ‘not know, that they which minifter about ho- 
made manifeft by the appearing of our Sav-/vinced that preaching the gofpel is a rich'ly things, live of the things of the temple ? 
rour Jefus Chrift, who hath abolifhed death, | bleffing to mankind. Eph. ii. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5,| And they that wait at the altar, are partakers 
and hath brought life and immortality to’ 6, ‘And you hath he quickened, who were | with the altar? Even fo hath the Lord or- 
light through the gofpel.” 5. In the gofpel, | dead in trefpaffes and fins ; wherein, in times | dained, that they which preach the gofpei 
peace is contained, and when it is preached, | paft, ye walked according to the courfe of| fhould live of the gofpel.”” Gal. vi. 6, * Let 
peace is pagclaimed upon the moft reviving |this world, according to the prince of the | him that is taught in the word communicate 
terms. Rom.x. 15, ‘* How beautiful are the | power of the air, the fpirit that now/|to him that-teacheth in all good things.” 
feet of them that preach the gofpel of peace.” | worketh in the children of difobedience; a-| A few remarks on the above paffa 
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6. It is the gofpel difpenfation only, which 1s | mong whom alfo we all had our converfation | 
exactly fuited to the condition of all nations | in times paft in the lufts of the fleth, fulfilling 


fuffice. 


The words of Chrift—“ The workman is 


| 
i 

where they are, and which will laft when all the defires of the fleth and of the mind; and | worthy of his meat,’’ proves that his minifters 
other difpenfations ceafe. Rev. xiv. 5,“ And were by nature children of wrath even as} are neither idle nor ignorant of their work. 
I faw another angel flying in the midft of others, but God, who is rich in mercy, for his| If they are idle they are not workmen, b 
heaven, having the everlafting gofpel to great love wherewith he loved us, even when idle men, of courfe not his. If they are i 
preach unto them that dwell onthe earth, we were dead in fins, hath quickened us to- Inorant of the gofpel they are not his, and 
and to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, ‘gether with Chrift, (by grace are ye faved) lcourfe are not to be fupported according te 
and people.” ,and hath raifed us up together, and made us| the above Jaw of his kingdom. 

2. Preaching the gofpel is a great blefing to fet together in heavenly places in Chrift Je- | The arguments of Paul from the fimilitud: 
Phofe who hear and believe it. 'fus.” Confider the change which moult take | of a warfare—planting a vineyard—feeding + 

The gofpel beingin itsnature fo glorious;con-| place among the Arabs, in confequence of | flock—muzzling the ox—plowing and threit 

taining the light of the knowledge of the glory Paul’s preaching the goipel among them at | ing—are very conclufive. The man whogoe 
of Godin the face of Jefus, every perfon who the time he went into Arabia. into the field of battle is fupported by ths 
receives.it, muft as certainly be bleiled, as the The confequence of preaching the gofpel | government—The man who works in a vite 
man who receives riches is rich, or as the man! in our day, in this and other countries proves | yard, labours among fruit. The man who 
who receives inftruction becomes learned the truth of the propofition, that preaching | feeds a flock will find milk from it as a cente- 

A few fads recorded in the fcriptures will the gofpel is a great blefling to alk who obey. | quence of feeding. When they threfhee 
prove this. How many are turned to the Lord; of old| corn with oxen they were to let them ea 

When the Lord Jefus preached the gofpel, and young! How many enemies become | what they needed. They who ferved in the 
what was the confequence? “ Bleffed are your friends ! How many jars and contentions are | temple had a certain portion afligned them, 
eyes for they fee."— The poor have the at aw end, in confequence of the preaching ; that they-might be able-to attend at the altar 
goipel preached unto them, and bleffed is he of the peaceful gofpel of Jefus! How many | continually, and not be obliged to flee inte 
whofoever thall not be offended in me.”’ in private and publick blefs the Lord of all, | the field to find a fupport, as was the caiein ff 

Read the hiftory of the betrayers and mur-' that ever he fent his fervaats to thew unto them ithe days of Nehemiah, when the people neg ; 
derers of the Son of God, in Jerufalem ; and the way of falvation !! 'le&ted to do their duty to them as the law oie 
be convinced that preaching the golpel isa: 3. St és the duty of thofe who are benefited by the; commanded. This is- the fituation of Mar) 
bleffing to all who obey. preaching of the gofpel to help thofe who preach it, | at the prefent day. 
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Some of wordly minds have endeavored to | 
prove that there is nothing binding on thofe 
who are benefited by preaching as it refpects 
the fupport of thofe who are called to preach. | 
A certain man of the baptift denomination, I | 
was told, once gave a Baptift minilter the 
following explanation of my text, Said he, 
‘‘T have had a wonderful view of this text 
lately, the Lord has ordained that they who 
preach the gofpel fhould live of the gofpel ; 
once I thought it meant that they fhould be 
fupported i in their work by their brethren, but | 

God has given me a new meaning of it 5 which | 
is this, if they preach, they will feel the com- | 
tort of itin their own fouls.” 
minifter, that was a wonderful view indeed, | 

and it was the God Mammon, which gave you 


| 1. In Matthew iti. 


Herald of Gospel Liberty. 
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According to o the New Teftament, the fub- 
ject i is A BELIEVER IN CHRIST; fora fubject 1 1S 


one who fubmits to the law of a King ; an un-| gladly received his word were baptized. 


believer is oppofed to Chrift ; an infant cannot 
fubmit to him; Therefore, the perfon who 
loves Chriit, 
right-to the ordinance of baptifm. To make 
this point clear, I {hall mention what is faid 
concerning the fubject of baptifm in feveral 
places in the New Teftament. 


—— oe 


is the only fubje& who has a, 


59 
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This account thews that Peter firft preacl - 
ed repentance, then baptifm—that thole «vhe 
To ree 
ceive, is to believe. ‘ But as many as received 
him, to them gave he power to become the 
fons of God, even to them that believe on his 
name.”’—Jolin i. 12. 

4. The account of Philip’s preaching in 
Samaria, mentioned in Aéts viii. 12, fhews 
that the fubject isa believer: “ But when 


It is faid, that many they believed Philip preaching the things con- 


| went to be baptized of John in Jordan. Some | cerning the Kingdom of God, and the name 
| pleaded a right to it, becaufe they were Abra-| of Jefus Chrift, they were baptized, both men 


ham’ s feed; but John told them not to think; and women.” 
“ Well, faid the | of being admitted to this gofpel ordinance, | er than thefe do, that thofe who were b apus- 


becaufe they were Abraham's feed. It is like- 


Hy thefe Pharifees and Sadducees thought | baptized, bath men and women. 


Words cannot make it plain y 


ed, were believers. When they believed they were 


Had the chil- 


that wonderful view, becaufe you are a rich | | baptifin came in the room of circumcifion, and as | dren of thefe believers been baptized, certair:- 
| ‘their being Abraham’s natural feed, intitled | ‘ly fo faithful a hifierian as Luke, would have 


man.” 


Some think it is beft notto help minifters any ! | them to circumcifion, (though the Sudducees | mentioned it. 


in order that they may be the more humble. | 
'tis faid that once in England a Baptilt min- | 
iter the next Lords day after he was ordain- | 
ed, preached in a very folemn manner fo that | 
the aflembly were moved and much affected. | 
As he came down from the pulpit, one of the 
deacons met him and thus addrefled him, 
‘Dear brother you have preached wonder- 
fully ; I hope the 
ble, aud we mean to-keep you poor.’ 

From the above places of fcripture it is 
evident that the Lord Jefus meant his minif- 
ters thould live or be fupported, if faithful to 
him and thefe to whom he fent them. ‘The 
chief difficulty in the minds of many is how 
this is to be done. 

As this part of the fubjedt is of confidera- 


ble importance, and needs confiderable faid | 
to {tate it plain in the minds of my brethren, 
appear in the | 


T fhall let the forth particular 
next number, and clofe with a few words. 
The particulars noticed in this fermon.are 
worthy the attention of every candid perfon | 
on earth. 
Bh afk the following queftions; “ Are 
hefe thi les fo? 
Is preaching the gofpel an ordinance of God! 
‘s the gofpel fuch a rich bleffing to thofe who | 
obey? How important is it then that each 


~ 


are engaged in this glorious work. 

O how great is the prefent joy, which this 
joyful found brings to all who obey, and with | 
-his, what a far more exceeding and eternal 
weight of glory does it prefent and promife 
co all who are faithful unto death; even a | 

rown of life, AMEN. 


nt 





5. 


The New Teflament fubje® of Baptifn. 


TO know who the fubjeét of baptifm is, 
we muft gotothe New Teltament, where the 
ubject and mode are both defcribed. 


BAPTISM, NO. 


Lord will keep you hum. |, 


——————— 


Let each one who may read the | 


Is the gotpel thus glorious ? | 


ne fhould hear, obey, and encourage all who | 


As it 


isnot mentioned, we 


denied the refurrection, angels, and fpirits,) | may be certain there were no infants bap- 


| fo they thought it gave them a right to bap- | 


| tifm. 


But John called them a generation of 


tized. 
. The account of Philips baptizing the 


vipers, and commanded them to bring forth Eunuch, i in Adts viii. 36, 37, fhews, that the 


‘fruits meet for repentance, and not to think 


‘that they were any better for having dbraham | 
This account makes it plain} baptized? and Philip faid, if thou believeft 
that the fubjects were nenitents, and that they | with all thy heart, thou mayeft. 
forth the fruits of ee whieh | fwered and faid, I believe that Jefus Chrift is 


‘to their father. 


brought 
is faith in the Lord Tefes Chriff 


| 
| 


The Eunuch faid, * fee 
what doth hinder me to be 


fubdject is a believer. 
here is water ; 


And he an- 


the Son of God.” Any perfon of fmall dif- 


The orders given by Jefus Chriftto his} cernment may fee in this account, that there 
J A pales, fhew that the fubject is a believer : | 1s more than a bare aflent to the Gofpel re- 


Mark xvi, 16, ‘ He that believeth and is bap- | 
tized, fhall be faved.” Matth. xxviii 19. 20. 
‘‘ Go ye, therefore, and teach all nations, bap- | 
tizing them in the name of the Father, and cf | 


to obferve all things whatfoever [ have com- 
manded you.” 
than this?) They were to preach the Gofpel to 
every creature ;. Thofe - believed their preach- 
ing, were to be baptized. They were to teach 
firft, and then baptize them. But according 
| to the praétice of many Minifters in the prei- 
| ent day, they were to baptize infants, and af- 
| ter they grew up, to teach them, and ** try to 
keep them in the covenant.,”’ 
know how the Apofltles underftood their or- 
‘ders, we mutt fee how they executed them. 
This is recorded in the Acts of the Apoftles, 
Which brings me to obferve, 

3. The account of the Apoftle Peter’s 
preaching, mentioned in Acts ti. 37, 38, 41, 
fhews that the /ubje@ is a believer. Peter 
preached to a vait. multitude of people, ace 
| cording to Chriit’s command : 

| | pricked i in their heart, and faid unto Peter, 
and to the reft of the Apoftles, men and breth- 
| ren, what fhall we do? Then Peter faid unto 


| 
| 


| 


the Son, & of the Holy Gholt: teaching them | 


Can any thing be plainer | 


quired. If thou peLievEST WITH ALL THY 
HEART, thou mayef?. Philip would not bap- 
tize him without an evidence that he was a 
hearty believer in Chrif? the Son of God. 

6. The account of Peter’s preaching to 
Cornelius and his friends; is another proot 
that the fubject is a believer. In Acts x. 47, 
48, it is faid, “can any man forbid water 


| that thefe fhould not be baptized, which have 


received the Holy Ghoft as wellas we? And 


he commanded them to be baptized in the 


! 


(as had received 
If we would | 


name ofthe Lord.” In this account it is evi- 
dent that — were none baptized, only fuch 
2 Hily Chiff. 

7 the hiftory of the baptizing of Lydia 


_and her houfehold is another proof that the 


jubjed 1S < a b elie ov a 


Itis faid, Adts xvi. 15, 
bapti zed, and hi Tr houfehold, 


4 leghen fro 
LENG WICH fj WAS 


| (it may so Gaia there were infants there. ) li 


6 ‘They were | 


| them, repent, and be baptized every one of | 
you, in the name of Jefus Chriit for the re- | 


miflion of fins, and ye fhall receive the gift of 


the Hely Ghoft.—Then they that gladly re- 
ceived his word, were baptized ; and the fame 





thoufand fouls.” 


day there were added unto them about three | 


any perfon can prove that the Apoftles ever 
difobeyed their orders, which was to baptize 
believers, there might be fome more plea for 
infants being there: But Lydia’ s houfehold are 
called drethren in verfe 40, of this chapter. 

“ And they went out of the prifon, and en. 
tered into the houfe of Lydia, and when they 
had feen THE BRETHREN, they comforted 
THI “ and departed.” 


- The converfion and baptizing of the 


Jailor and his family, is another plain proct 

that the fubject is a believer. Ags xvi. 33, 34,5 
“ And he 43 ‘kk them the fame hour ot the 
night, and waflhed their ftripes, and was bap- 
tized, he, and all his {trai ightway. And when 
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he had brought them into his houfe, he fet 
meat before them, and rejoiced, believing in 
God wit HOUSE.’ 

Phat the Jailor and all his houfe were be- 
be proved from four witnelles, 

rt. Paul and Silas fpake to THEM Att. 
They fpoke unto him the word of the Lord, 


‘tH! ALU HIS 


lieve rs, Cail 


2. They Art believed the preaching of 
Paul and Silas, believing in God with all his 
houfe. verle 34. 


houfe. 
3. They were act baptized. 


‘And was 


« 





Herald of Gospel Liberty. 





4 ; afew have fallen afleep in Chritt,— | 


|CHurc 
fome have turned back to the beggarly ele- | 


iments of the world,—a confiderable number 


have moved into different parts of the Coun- 


i|try,—and the reft (about two hundred) re- 


baptized, he and all his ftraightway.” verte | 


33: 

4. They Avz rejoiced together in the Lord 
Jefus Chrift: “ And rejoicep, believing in 
God with Atv his houfe.” verfe 34. Wil 
any perfon dare to come forward and fay there 
were infants in this family, when the text fays, 
that they were a// believers and were ail bap- 


f 


tized according to the orders given to the 
Apoftles: He that believeth and is baptized, 
A certain gentleman once told 


e, that the Jailor believed, and his family | 


rejoiced that he was a believer ;—But how he 


proved that the Jailor’s infants (for he faid | § 
‘and from fatan unto God.—May the kind 


there were infants there,) were capable of re- 
goicing, that their father was a believer, I 
have not yet found out. 

9. The converfion of Crifpas and his fou/e, 
with many of the Corinthians, is another proof, 
that the fubjeé is a believer. 

In Ads -xviii, 8, it is written, * And Crif- 
pus, the chtef ruler of the Synagogue, believ- 
ed on the Lord with all his houfe; and many 


of the Corinthians hearing, believed, and were | 


baptized.” In this verfe are two initances 
the Corinthians. 
believed on the Lord with all his houfe. 
any man think that he believed for his houfe? 
durely no! The Corinthians fearing, believed, 
and were baptized. Obferve, firlt, they heard 
the Gofpel preached; for, how /hall they be- 
lieve in him of whom they have not heard ? Sec- 
ond, They believed. For, with the heart man 
believeth unto righteoufnefs. ‘Third, They were 
baptized. This account agrees with every ac- 
count in the New Te/fament ; which is, they 
firlt geard, then believed what they heard, then 
were baptized in the name of him in whom 
they believed. Here are nine proofs from 
the New Teffament, to eftablifh this one point, 
viz. That the fubje? of baitifin is a believer. 
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REEIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


Porifmouth, March 8, 1809. 


| 


The text is particular; He) 
Can 


main here {till; who, in the ftrength of God, 


| be relied on as a tut. 


have withitood the powers of darknefs,—the | 


rage of wicked men and perfecution of for. | 
mai & hard hearted profeffors,—and asa body ' 
we were never more firm and united thanatthe | 


prefent ttme—I am happy to ftate that we 
never witnefled fuch a Conference as we ‘:ad 
laft Thurfday through the day and evening, 


| meeting houfe, in Pawlet, in the flate cf V 


—the union appeared like a three fold cord, and | 


the peace and joy was heavenly and divine.~- 


<a 


which commenced a few weeks fince among 
the Methodift, under the preaching 
Stevens—the A fflembly is crowded and folemn 
—many appear to be in great diftrefs, and a 
nfiderable numb tefs be delivered 
confiderable number profefs to be delivere 
from the power of darknefs and tranflated in 


x of Elder. 


to the kingdom of God’s dear fon—the work | 
§ 


{till continues in both affemblies. 
There has been and ftill isa good work in 
Greenland and Stratham, and I believe many 


: - | 
have been turned from fin to righteoufnefs, ! 


Lord fend forth his word with power, and 


world, 





From THE WITNESS. 


From Hampden, in the Diftri& of Maine, 
we have the following pleafing accounts of 
recent awakenings. 


compelled to bow the knee to Jesus. 


| 


' 
; 


,caufe his work to {preacd through all the’ 


eT ED exmemmmmemnass 


In a letter dated Decem- | 
ber 13, 1808, it is ftated that ** the Lord is | 
of baptifm, Crifpus and his houfe, and many of | pouring out his Spirit there. Many who were | 
'far from God and righteoufneis have been 

Among | 
' them is a boy about fourteen years old whofe | 


We now witnefs with joy the fourth revival, | fubjec 
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THE DOVE. 


ens the Raatil 
L'roin the Haptift Maecvan 
"2 fMNawine « 43 - 
THE following extraordinary circum. 
a a ange bhe eanAissd c , 
ftance, reipectin: ‘ © CcConaductr Oj a AIC. may 


It took place on the 
firlt Lord’s day in Auguft laft, in the Baptik 

ver 
mont, in the time of publick fervice ; confe- 
quently, feveral hundred people were witneff 
es of this fingular event. 

“he Rev. Mr. Bear, paftor of the Baptift 
church, was called upon in the intermiffion to 
baptize. He preached to the people that day 
from Pfalm xcii. 1, 2. and in illuftrating his 
the took occation to bring into view 
the deicent of the Holy Ghoft, in bodily thape 
like a dove, on the head of our glorious Re. 
deemer, at his baptifm, Before he had done 
with his fubject, a dove flew into the door of 
the meeting houfe, and lit upon the cornice 
over the pulpit, and foon hovered down and 
lit upon the top of the fpeaker’s head: from 
thence it went down on to his right fhoulder. 
After fitting there fome time, it walked acrofs 
the back of his neck on to his left fhoulder. 
At length it walked out upon his left arm, 
(that being at the time extended) from which 
it hovered down, and fat upon the Bible, 
which lay on the defk before him. After 
fitting on the Bible for fome time, it fpread 
its wings and flew out at one of the gallery 
windows. 

** It was judged, that the time that this in- 
nocent bird ftayed upon, and about the preach- 
er washalfan hour. It did not appear to 
break, but rather tohelp his ideas in preaching. 
It had a molt folemnizing effect on his mind, 
and alfo, as was thought, on the whole aifem- 
bly. It has occafioned (fays the writer from 
whom this extract is taken) much talk in this 
yicinity. But the exd that God had in this 


| parents as well as himfelf were very ungodly. providential occurrence is yet kept a {cecret.”’ 


1 
| 


He went to an evening lecture, as he after- | 


wards acknowledged, ‘* to make game,” and 


We have thus fimply narrated the above 
fact, and leave the reader to make his own 


‘had aétually begun his fport in the meeting ; | ©°™ments upon it, 


| 





: 
| 


fhewing him the iniquity of his condutt; 


/but it pleafed God to ftop him fhort by | 


which made him cry out in keen diftrefs, “I | 
am a finner, and have been one all my days.” | 


In another letter of January 4,1809, the fame 
writer fays, ** God is doing wondertul things 
among us. Many fouls are born into the 
kingdom of the Redeemer. Such are the dif- 
plays of God’s power, that fome are ftruck 
to the ground under a ienfe of guilt. A good- 
ly number have been baptized within a few 
days paft.” 

A letter from a friend at Mansfield (Con- 
necticut) dated Jan. g, 1809, informs us that 
the ftate of religion there is pleafing. ‘ The 
church in this place (he adds) was gathered 


‘THERE has been three glorious revivals about eighteen months ago, and confifted of 


af religion in this place, within fiz years paft: but nineteen members. 


In this fhort time the 


and I believe upwards of tTHree Hunprep number has increafed to upwards of f/ty ; 
have been baptized and joined the Cristian | and their predent profpects are encouraging. | 


aera 


terefting 


| 
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Several very interefling communications are ré- 
ceived, which will appear in our next. Mil in- 
communications (Poff paid) will bz 
attended too by the Editor. 


RARARAAARARAAAAIRDAVVAAAAAL 
THE HERALD 
IS PUBLISHED IN 
PORTSMOUTH, N. H. 
EVERY CTHER THURSDAY EVENING, 
BY ELIAS SMITH, 
At his House in Buck-Streei. 


AT ONE DOLLAR PER YEAR. 


[Postage paid by Subscribers.] Fifty cents in aes 


vance. Punctually forwarded to any part of the UNJT- 
ap Stares where conveyance is practicable. 
. 


, 7. 
ee ee 


ws 











